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Tips



Migrant Support Services

PPS applications medical
card applications
Local schools links 
Linking with volunteers
and community resources 
Training opportunities
Signposting to local
language classes 
Financial advice
Job opportunities  
Providing a reference
points to community
groups.

Unemployment Services

One to One Confidential Service
Internships, C.V. support, and career guidance
Training and Upskilling
New Enterprise /Start up Support

E: info@cklp.ie
W:  https://cklp.ie/
T: (056) 775 2111

Contact:

KLP provides a wide range of services to promote inclusion 
and equality.  Make an appointment with a Social Inclusion
Development Officer to find services, supports and assistance.

WHAT WE DO

mailto:info@newcommunities.ie


Refugee/Subsidiary Protection
Permission to Remain
Irish Citizenship

BRINGING FAMILY MEMBERS TO LIVE IN IRELAND
You can apply as:

WHAT IS FAMILY REUNIFICATION
‘Family Reunification’ is the process of applying to the Irish
Government to bring family members to join you to live in Ireland. 
The process you follow will depend on which type of immigration
status you hold. Your rights and entitlements also depend on the
circumstances of both yourself and the person/persons you are
applying for.

Family Reunification
What is Family Reunification?
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Family Reunification
Refugee or Subsidiary Status

Applications can only be made within the first 12 months of being
granted refugee status/subsidiary protection. Applications can be
made for family members who are outside the State or from within
the State. 

WHEN TO APPLY

NOTE

IF YOU ARE GRANTED REFUGEE OR SUBSIDIARY
PROTECTION: 
You have a legal right to family reunification with certain members
of your family under the International Protection Act 2015. 
You must make an application within 12 months of getting your
Refugee Status/Subsidiary Protection status
You can apply to be reunified with immediate family members:
such as:  wife/husband/civil partner, and any children under the
age of 18. 
If you are a minor aged under 18 you are entitled to apply to be
reunited with your parents and minor siblings.

Refugees/Subsidiary Protection beneficiaries write to the Family
Reunification Section of INIS requesting to apply for family
reunification for the specific family member. 

You are then provided with a family reunification questionnaire to
complete and provide supporting documentation.  See
https://www.irishrefugeecouncil.ie/family-reunification-info up-to-
date information.

There are no financial or accommodation requirements to meet if you
hold Refugee/ Subsidiary Protection status.
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http://www.citizensinformation.ie/en/moving_country/asylum_seekers_and_refugees/the_asylum_process_in_ireland/applying_for_refugee_status_in_ireland.html
https://www.irishimmigration.ie/coming-to-join-family-in-ireland/family-reunification-of-international-protection-holders/
https://www.irishimmigration.ie/coming-to-join-family-in-ireland/family-reunification-of-international-protection-holders/
https://www.irishrefugeecouncil.ie/family-reunification-info


Family Reunification
Time Limits & How to Apply

It is recommended that you get a lawyer to help with the process.

You must apply within 12 months of the date of your declaration as a
refugee or a person with subsidiary protection, or from the date of
your arrival in Ireland as a programme refugee.

TIME LIMIT FOR APPLICATION: REFUGEE OR
SUBSIDIARY PROTECTION

HOW TO APPLY FOR FAMILY REUNIFICATION
You must apply in writing to the Family Reunification Section of
Immigration Services Delivery (ISD).  Write a letter that says you would
like to apply for family reunification and include:

Your name, your Person ID number (from your Irish Residence
Permit IRP or previous letters from ISD) and address.
The full name, date of birth, nationality and address for each family
member you want to apply for. You must also say what relationship
they have to you.

ISD will then send you a questionnaire to complete. You must
complete this within 28 days and return it with the documents listed
on the questionnaire.
 

WHERE TO APPLY FOR FAMILY REUNIFICATION

Immigration Service Delivery
Department of Justice
13-14 Burgh Quay, Dublin 2 D02 XK70
Ireland
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Family Reunification
Application Processing TIme

APPLICATION PROCESSING TIME

Please note that applications for family reunification can take
between 12-14 months on average. If successful, the family
member will need to apply for a visa to enter Ireland and may be
required to apply for a travel document if necessary.
 
A visa application can be made online at the INIS website which is
processed quickly:  https://www.irishimmigration.ie/ 

No matter what your status, documents are very
important to prove your case and show your relationship.
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NOTE

https://www.irishimmigration.ie/


You may apply to bring family members to join you to live in
Ireland.  However depending on your type of status, there may be
financial thresholds to meet.  The process goes through the The
Irish Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) system, where
you will apply for a D Visa.

The Immigrant Council has comprehensive information about
applying for family reunification in various circumstances. 

Family Reunification
Applying to Bring Family  |  Permission to Remain

Whichever route you are taking, it is recommended that you seek legal
help and or the assistance of a service which offers specialised
support with Family Reunification.

APPLYING TO BRING FAMILY

Can apply for Family members to join you in Ireland at any stage.
There are criteria such as showing dependency (for example:
elderly parents)
Financial independence and income thresholds can apply.
Some criteria can be ignored in exceptional humanitarian cases.
Being an Irish Citizen may help your case.

PERMISSION TO REMAIN STATUS
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NOTE

Scan the QR Code to go to the Immigrant
Council Website



Family Reunification
Government Decisions

Public policy & security
That commitments given by you be met
Financial criteria
Previous immigration history
Inadequate or inconsistent information
False documentation/dishonesty
Failure to show relationship was genuine
Marriage of convenience

IN DECIDING ON YOUR APPLICATION THE IRISH
GOVERNMENT WILL CONSIDER THE
FOLLOWING:
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Decisions and Next Steps
What happens after application is submitted

Immigration Service Delivery (ISD) will contact you with a
decision:  Approved or Refused

WHEN YOUR APPLICATION IS PROCESSED:

IF 
APPROVED

You can now start making plans to
for your family to join you in

Ireland. If your family is already
here they can now register for an

Irish Residence Permit.  If your
family is not in Ireland you may

have to apply for travel
documents and visas on their

behalf to enter Ireland.   

You will receive a letter with
information on next steps

IF 
REFUSED Get legal advice 

You can appeal the decision
Apply for judicial review

Apply at:
Department of Justice
Immigration Service Delivery
13/14 Burgh Quay, Dublin 2, 
D02 XK70, Ireland | Tel: 018799695
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Citizen’s Information:

Immigrant
Council of
Ireland 
Helpline 
01 674 0200

Irish Refugee
Council  
Phone: 
01 764 5062
Email:
info@irishrefuge
ecouncil.ie

Helpful Websites
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Asylum
Seekers/
Refugees/
Leave to
Remain/Family
reunification

Department of Justice
Immigration Service Delivery

13/14 Burgh Quay
Dublin 2, D02 XK70

Ireland
Tel: 018799695

International 
Protection Office:

International
Protection
Appeals
Tribunal:

Family Reunification
Section

Legal Aid Board:

mailto:info@irishrefugeecouncil.ie
mailto:info@irishrefugeecouncil.ie


Helpful Websites
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Movement of Asylum
Seekers in Ireland

Migrant Rights 
Centre

Poe Kiely Hogan Lanigan
solicitors in Kilkenny

UNHCR



Contact Information :
T: 056 775 2111
W:  www.cklp.ie
8 Patrick’s Court, Patrick Street, Kilkenny, R95 X677

INFORMATION BOOKLET DISCLAIMER

These materials are not intended and should not be considered
to be legal advice. The information given may change from time
to time and may be out of date. Kilkenny LEADER Parnership
disclaims any legal responsibility for the content or the
accuracy of the information provided.


